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Co-Organizer：Taiwan Association of Pediatric Surgeons(TAPS) 

The Taiwan Association of Pediatric Surgeons(TAPS) has entered its 37th year 
since its founding in 1986. It has spared no effort in improving the quality of care for 
pediatric surgical patients in Taiwan, promoting the exchange and continuing education 
of domestic pediatric surgeons, and encouraging members to actively participate in 
international organizations of pediatric surgery societies, such as the Pacific Association 
of Pediatric Surgeons(PAPS), aim to achieve the goal of being based in Taiwan and 
connecting with the world. Pediatric surgeons specialize in dealing with neonates, 
children, and adolescents with congenital disabilities or other conditions that require 
surgery, including the respiratory system, digestive system, and urinary system, ranging 
from circumcision to liver transplantation and separation of conjoined twins. The 
successful separation of the conjoined twins Zhongren and Zhongyi in the early years 
was a significant milestone for Taiwanese pediatric surgery and even Asia. It also 
announced to the world that Taiwan's surgical level had reached the international stage. 

In addition to correcting congenital deformities, pediatric surgeons also contribute 
to treating many diseases. The treatment team for children with hepatoblastoma and 
neuroblastoma in the Pediatric Surgery Department of National Taiwan University 
Hospital; the liver transplantation team in the Pediatric Surgery Department of Taipei 
Veterans General Hospital; and the small bowel transplantation team in Yadong Hospital, 
etc., are all presentable examples.  

Pediatric surgery covers almost the treatment range of the whole body and requires 
longer training time than general surgical specialties. In recent years, the decrease in the 
birth rate of newborns in Taiwan has become a national security issue. Coupled with the 
development of prenatal inspection technology, the number of patients with congenital 
diseases has decreased significantly, increasing the difficulty of training specialists and 
recruiting new blood to serve as pediatric surgeons. In addition, Taiwan has gradually 
stepped into an aging society, and the declining birth rate has worsened pediatric 
surgeons.  

But from another perspective, with the support of government policies, pediatric 
surgeons may be able to change from the pursuit of "quantity" to the improvement of 
"quality." For example, pediatric patients often need specially designed or special-sized 
medical consumables. The government actively intervened in establishing an inter-
ministerial committee to coordinate the "Difficult Medical Materials Dispatch Center" to 
solve the dilemma that manufacturers are unwilling to import because the dosage is too 
low. As a result, there has been a concrete improvement in the quality of patient care.  

In the face of social changes, although the number of pediatric surgery patients is 
not as good as other departments, and the health insurance payment cannot fully reflect 
the complexity of disease treatment, the Taiwan Pediatric Surgery Association is still 
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working hard to protect the health of children in Taiwan. We will continue to move 
forward to promote Taiwan's children's health and improve the quality of disease care. 
 

 


