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Co-Organizer：Formosa Association for the Surgery of Trauma 

Since 1966, accidents have been ranked 3rd to 6th among the top ten causes of death 

among Taiwanese people. It’s also the number one cause of death for people younger 

than 40 years. Nowadays, there are more and more surgeons dedicated in care of trauma 

patients in Taiwan. Formosa Association for the Surgery of Trauma (FAST) has been one 

of the important branches of the Taiwan Association of Surgery (TAS) since its 

establishment on January 19, 1989. All the members of FAST work together for the same 

goals: improving the quality of trauma care and promoting related research in trauma and 

acute care surgery. 

In recent years, the core work of the FAST included promoting the accreditation 

program of trauma centers, training more trauma surgeons, negotiating with insurance 

system for reasonable reimbursement payments for trauma patients, promoting trauma 

registry programs, establishing regional trauma networks, and improving the standard of 

research for injuries. 

Trauma surgeons have been still overloaded since treating polytrauma patients has 

remained as a rigid medical demand for surgeons during the COVID-19 epidemic in the 

past 3 years. In 2023 FAST annular conference, other than the regular academic trauma 

papers presentations, we also invited Professor Neil G Parry from Canada to share the 
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trauma system development in Canada to help us make our trauma system in Taiwan 

better. At the same time, Taiwanese people are also concerned about the war between 

Russia and Ukraine and the military threat from across the strait. The importance of 

surgeons’ abilities in dealing with the care of trauma patients has to be highlighted again 

at this moment. The other special lecture about battlefield injury will be presented by the 

other guest speaker professor Matthew J Martin from the USA. We hope this lecture will 

help our Taiwanese surgeons learn more about war injuries. Also, a special on line 

forum” Lessens learned from the casualties of war: battlefield medicine and its 

implication for trauma care will be held in this year's annual academic conference of the 

TAS, under the guidance of Chairman Hou of the Society and President Chen of Taipei 

Medical University. Ukrainian physicians who suffered from the war and American 

military medical expert Professor Mark Bowyer will be invited to share their experience 

on line in treating war injuries with Taiwanese surgeons. We thought both speeches are 

crucial for increasing our concepts in treating battlefield injuries. We all hope we 

Taiwanese people can avoid the COVID-19 pandemic and wars in the future upon 

appropriate preparations, this is also one of the must do for all Taiwanese surgeons in the 

society. 

 
 
 

 


